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Mission: We empower women in
Southeastern Michigan through a
Christian community that builds
strong families, restores the true
value of sex, and celebrates all life.

NEWSLINE

Family Life Services of Washtenaw County 							
840 Maus Avenue, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 									
Office: 734-434-3088
E-mail: info@flscenter.com
Donate: flsfriends.com
Facebook: @FLSWashtenaw

Winter Hours

M-W-Th: 12:30-4:00pm
Tues: 3:30-7:00pm
Closed: Fri - Sun

Donation Hours

*Please Call Ahead*

“The desert will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.” Isaiah 35:2

Staff:

Teresa Kasperick-Postellon
Executive Director
Yarimar Cherney
Assistant Director
Kathy Niemiec
Nurse Manager
Becky Gutkowski
Education Coordinator
Chloe Kinsey
Development Manager
Alea Mays
Intern

Board of Directors:

Featuring Special Guest Travon P. Clifton from Save the 1.

Please register by March 1st to join us March 21st at the Eagle Crest Marriott in Ypsilanti.
Doors open at 6:30 pm for this semi-formal celebration of life. All donations are tax deductible.

□ I cannot attend, but here is my one-time gift of $_________.
□ I cannot attend but would like to make a monthly pledge of $ ________ for 12 months.

We still need underwriters to cover the cost of the Gala so all donations at the event directly support
our life-affirming ministry of saving lives and helping build strong, healthy families.

□ I’d like to be a sponsor and help make this event possible.
□ $10,000 □ $5,000 □ $1,500
□ $750 □ $___________
□ I’d like to host a table (no cost associated).
□ I have made reservations for _______ persons to attend online. (Tables of 8)

Dan Lanuti - President
Ron Gutkowski - V.P.
Matt Holody - Treasurer
Linda Caillouet - Secretary
Karl Rose - Director
Tom O’Brien - Director
Joyce Van Ryn - Director
Roz Dieterich - Director

Gifts in Honor of
and Memory of others,
Churches having Baby
Bottle Boomerang fundraisers, and our Special
Thanks, are now listed
on our website.
flsfriends.com
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FLS Gala Speaker

Our special guest Travon P. Clifton
is a licensed Baptist minister, a Christian
radio and television producer, a wife and
mother, and was conceived when her
mother was raped.
Travon’s inspiring story reveals the
transformative power of a mother’s love,
scripture, and a relationship with Jesus
Christ.
In sharing her experience of grace and redemption, Travon equips
others to join her in defending the rights of the unborn.

Join Us!

3/2/19, 9am-1pm, Saturday Volunteer Training Meeting at Knox
Presbyterian Church, 2065 S. Wagner Rd., Ann Arbor, 48103. Discover
where your talents and interests fit with our current needs. Lunch
provided. Let us know you’re coming on Facebook or phone. 734.434.3088
3/9/19, 9am-1pm, Saturday Service Day at 840 Maus Ave, Ypsi. Join
volunteers from Foresters Financial to create “new baby care kits” that
will be added to the free layettes we give new moms.

Current Volunteer Opportunites
Is God calling you to serve in this lifechanging ministry? We have ongoing
opportunities for people with various
talents. Please fill out the form on our
website at flsfriends.com/join-us.
• Website redesign
• Website updating
• Administrative assistance
• Copyediting
• Clinic cleaning
• Assistants for Play & Learn class
• Wednesday morning childcare
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Client Spotlight

Partner Spotlight

Knox Presbyterian Church

Since our church’s founding in 1992, Knox has supported FLS
financially through our Missions and Deacon’s Fund as well as
through special events and offerings (e.g., the annual “Baby Bottle
Boomerang”). Knox members helped in the founding of FLS and
continue to serve on its board of directors and as volunteers in the
parenting resource center and early pregnancy clinic.
Why does Knox Presbyterian Church support Family Life
Services? First, our support of FLS is a way we affirm the sanctity of
human life. We believe humankind was made in the image of God
(Genesis 1:27) and, therefore, the lives of women and their children
have inherent significance and value (Psalm 139:14).
Second, FLS provides us a way to walk alongside the weak and
powerless. Throughout Scripture, God has made it clear that He
cares for and defends the marginalized (Deuteronomy 10:18) and
exhorts his followers to do the same (Isaiah 1:17).
Finally, our support of FLS is a way to point people to Jesus
and to the healing, peace, and joy made possible by his death and resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:1-4;
2 Corinthians 5:17).
Last summer, a Knox teen volunteered each week, keeping the clinic clean for free ultrasounds
and pregnancy tests. Recently, a Knox first-grader gave the deacons a set of Build-a-Bear gift cards
she had received and wanted to pass on to the children of FLS clients. These offerings from the hands
of our children remind us that we are all capable of supporting the FLS ministry and that doing so
encourages our own faith.
Knox Presbyterian Church is committed to ongoing volunteering, prayer, and financial support of
FLS. We recognize God’s hand in the redemption of a Planned Parenthood building that now houses
this life-affirming ministry.
We see FLS being used by God to change hearts and lives in our community. Knox Presbyterian
Church is blessed to support and partner with Family Life Services of Washtenaw County.
~ Darryl Hondorp and Karen Schleh, Knox Deacons

Reason #3 to Volunteer

Volunteering is good for your health!

Doing volunteer work is associated with high levels of overall life satisfaction. Your brain’s pleasure
centers light up as if you were the receiver of the good deed instead of the giver. You get a boost of
endorphins and oxytocin floods your body, lowering your stress and making you feel more connected
to others. That oxytocin causes you to feel more empathy toward others, lasting up to 2 hours.
In a United Health Group survey of people who had volunteered within the last year:
• 76% said they felt physically healthier;
• 94% said volunteering improves their mood;

• 78% said they felt less stressed.
In his book Why Good Things Happen to Good People, Stephen Post reported that giving to others
increases health benefits in people with chronic illness, including HIV, multiple sclerosis, and heart
problems. The greatest happiness boost comes when your giving fosters a social connection. FLS
volunteers say they love the positive connections they develop with other volunteers and clients at the
clinic!

Huron Valley Catholic School students
helped their former teacher & current
FLS volunteer Sister Gail Lancaster sort
gently-used baby clothes for bundling
into care packages for our clients.

Share Group on Wednesday mornings is a time when FLS
clients and volunteers come together after our parenting class.
We read a short Scripture, discuss it, and pray for one another’s
needs. Women also get to know each other on a deeper level
and share more personally in this confidential small group.
Winta is a young mother and recent immigrant. She brought
her baby, who was only a few days old, to this Bible study
group. Rhonda, another client, noticed that the newborn’s head
was tilting while asleep in the car seat.
“Winta, you really need to get one of those infant head support
pillows,” Rhonda told her.
A first time mom, Winta didn’t
know what it was or why it was
important. After Share Group,
Rhonda brought Winta to our
material goods manager Jill and
asked if FLS could provide this
importatnt safety item. Through
the generosity of our donors, we
did!
What a blessing to see moms
helping each other through the
connections they are making in
our Share Group and Growing
Together classes!

Family Life Services At a Glance

Christ the King Catholic Church featured pro-life efforts in their January 2019 newsletter, The
Open Door. They interviewed some of our staff and volunteers and included them in a 2-page story
about Family Life Services. They did such a good job describing our ministry that we wanted to share
their article with you. You can download the entire newsletter from ctkcc.net and read about FLS on
pages 5 & 6. To just take a look at the pages featuring FLS, visit our website at flsfriends.com.

Support FLS With Your Shopping

Our ministry depends entirely upon the generosity of our
community. You can financially support FLS when you register with
Kroger Community Rewards and AmazonSmile. At no additional
cost to you, they will donate a percentage of your total purchase to
the charity you choose. Please register online and choose Family Life
Services of Washtenaw County as your organization.

Visit smile.amazon.com/ch/38-2582878

1. Visit
krogercommunityrewards.com
2. Click Community Rewards
and enter Family Life Services
of Washtenaw County
(ORG# FD142).
3. Donations occur each time you
use your Kroger Rewards card!

